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TIGHT AND SHALE GAS — GOVERNMENT POLICY 

668. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 
Can the minister outline the Liberal–National government policy on tight and shale gas in terms of the long-term 
interests of Western Australia? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 
I thank the member for Geraldton for the question. He is a strong supporter of jobs in his electorate, and he 
knows the benefit in supporting the shale gas industry in Western Australia. There is about 280 trillion cubic feet 
potentially in the Canning Basin and a significant amount in the Perth basin, which is adjacent to the member’s 
electorate. If only 20 per cent of that 280 trillion cubic feet — 

The SPEAKER: Member for Perth, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: If just 20 per cent of this 280 trillion cubic feet of gas comes to fruition, it will be 
enough to power Western Australia’s whole energy requirements for 100 years. It is a terrific resource. Indeed, if 
the developments are found close to infrastructure such as mining sites—the current sites use a lot of diesel—
they can transfer onto gas and, indeed, save a considerable amount of money in their operations. I have heard 
figures up to $10 a tonne in the iron ore industry. 

Shale gas is important to Western Australia’s future. It provides an opportunity for economic development and 
jobs. Indeed, our history in hydraulic fracturing has been that since 1958 we have had 780 hydraulic fracturing 
wells with no problems. Indeed, DMP, because of some of the concerns in the community, has improved 
resource management regulations — 

Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: I am getting there. The regulations have applied higher standards of monitoring the 
water wells around actual operations and well integrity. There is a lot stronger regulation around the industry. 
So, it is disappointing to find out that Labor has promised a moratorium on hydraulic fracturing—yet another 
inquiry. 

Point of Order 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The member asked for the Liberal Party’s policy on these issues. I am not sure what 
impact other political parties’ views, such as the National Party’s views, would have on the question of the 
Liberal Party’s policies. 

The SPEAKER: Minister. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr W.R. MARMION: It is very disappointing for a very important industry for Western Australia and for the 
future energy requirements of Western Australia to hear that at the recent Labor Party conference the member for 
Gosnells managed to get a motion through that suggests that there will be a moratorium by the Labor Party. 
Indeed, less than four years ago the member for Cannington was telling Parliament that Western Australia is one 
of the most exciting regions for exploration of shale gas. He told the Parliament — 

It is important to understand that shale gas lies kilometres underneath the earth; it is not a shallow thing. 
It is simply not accurate to say that there is a translation between those deep wells and water that is near 
the surface. 

I totally agree with the member for Cannington when he stated — 

… there is no reason to suspect that the oil and gas sector is incapable of getting it right. 
That is absolutely correct. The member for Cannington got it right. What did the member say at the ALP 
conference? Nothing. What did the Leader of the Opposition say at the conference? Nothing. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn! 

Mr W.R. MARMION: I have to take my hat off to the member for Brand, who was the only member who got 
up. I take my hat off to him for showing the courage to speak up to support shale gas. 
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Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: We are getting the wall of noise. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: I shall conclude, Mr Speaker. 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn! 

Mr W.R. MARMION: The Liberal–National government supports jobs, unlike the Labor Party. 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: We now have a moratorium on fracking, a moratorium on uranium mining and the 
Labor Party has started its election campaign with a moratorium on jobs. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, the question is finished. 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Kwinana! 
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